
 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION AWARD 2016-2017 
 

Section name: Rocky Mountain Section Name of person submitting: Brian Gulliver, John 
Grace, Adrian Nagle 
 

Section size category: Very Large Section officer position: Chair, Webmaster, 
Newsletter Editor 

 
AUDIENCE        May 2017 Year Change  
AIAA Professional Members       853   +29 
AIAA Student Members       310  +78 
AIAA Educator Associates         
(teachers in schools and colleges)      158  +6 
Prospective members       At RMS events 
Members or leaders of similar groups, societies or associations  Yes, reciprocal arrangement 

with other societies 
Government officials, elected or appointed     At ATS 2017 and other public 
         Policy events 
Key civic, industry or other leaders      Yes, participation in Colorado  
       Space Business Roundtable 
Radio, TV, newspaper and other journalists     No. 
Other: Annual Technical Symposium     247 
 
FREQUENCY 
How many "touches" has each section member received from your section in the past 12 
months? 

Direct USPS mailings: none 
Telephone calls: For 4 months, membership committee chair called members whose 
membership had lapsed. 
Electronic mailings: 377   

Rocky Mountain Section maintains three major email lists:  
AIAA-RM – All section members that have elected to receive email correspondence 
from AIAA (updated monthly on the 1st) 

 Council – All section officers (updated as officers are added) 
 ATSInfo – For prior registrants of our Annual Technology Symposium 
Email messages sent to these list: 
 To Section Membership: 63 
 Council Officers: 303 
 To the 5th Annual Technology Symposium interested professionals & students: 10 
Social media: We have maintained a presence on Facebook for over three years 
https://www.facebook.com/AIAA-RM-755480171153974/ 
Facsimile transmissions: none 
Other (specify) 



 
E-MAIL 
What percentage of your section membership has active e-mail addresses? 98.5% 
Describe what effort has been made (if any) in the last 12 months to update your section e-mail 
distribution list (i.e. to improve on this percentage). (max 500 words) 
 
The main Rocky Mountain Section email list (aiaa-rm@aiaa-rm.org) is maintained on a 
commercial server owned and operated by Webintellects in St. Petersburg, FL. using 
Mailman 2.1.5 opensource software.  It is updated monthly on the 1st by the Webmaster from a 
Datamaker download.  The Datamaker download is scrubbed to remove non-Section Member 
names, names without email addresses, and names of members that checked “Do Not Email” in 
their member profiles.  Since members occasionally change their email addresses, a compare 
routine is run using MS Excel to delete the “former” email addresses (averages 33 per month).  
Non-members may SUBSCRIBE to our list at any time and receive correspondence.  List 
members may also UNSUBSCRIBE themselves by following the instructions at the footer of an 
email or simply email the Webmaster. 
 
WEB SITE 
Does your section have a Web site? Yes 

URL:  http://aiaa-rm.org (redirects to AIAA Rocky Mountain Section SharePoint) 
 
How often is it updated?  Verified weekly, as a minimum 
 
Number of hits in last year (if known): 9106 (estimated) based on an average 759 hits/month.  
Hits are recorded monthly, but the SharePoint counter was erroneous In December 2016 and 
May 2017.  
 
Number of web pages on site: 91 with the following Sharepoint breakdown 
 Parent site – Rocky Mountain Section: 54 (in the following distribution) 
  Document Libraries: 12 

Picture Libraries: 9 
Lists: 25 
Surveys: 8 
Workspaces: 12 (no longer used due to inconvenience) 

Sub-Sites: 2  
Annual Technology Symposium: 26 (in a similar breakdown as the Section) 
Educator Associates: 11 (in a similar breakdown as the Section) 

 
Used for financial transactions? YES, we direct Annual Technology Symposium registration fees, 
Sponsorships, and Awards Banquet reservations to our PayPal account.  We also confirm that 
PayPal transaction.  Registrants receive payment confirmation in a separate email from PayPal. 
If Yes, volume ($) in last year: $8,620 
 
Visitor feedback solicited/captured? Feedback link available on the homepage 

mailto:aiaa-rm@aiaa-rm.org
http://aiaa-rm.org/


Describe any unique features about your section Web site that you feel make it a useful 
communication resource to your members. 
 SharePoint has many features for our Section Members to learn what the Section has 
done in the past and what is planned in the future using Announcements, Calendar, Past 
Events, Pictures, etc.  Rocky Mountain Section has exploited other SharePoint features. 
1) We have two Subsites:  

• Annual Technology Symposium (http://aiaa-rm.org/ATS) 

• Education (http://aiaa-rm.org/EO 
2) Annual elections are conducted via the website (SharePoint Surveys) for the past six years. 
3) Monthly program registrations are collected on our website which drives some of the 
monthly hits.  These registrations are collected in a single database which provides visibility of 
which members AND non-members that register and attend programs. 
4) We have used the Slide Show capability, but bulk picture upload can be tedious, so we now 
link to FLICKR, upload pictures, and use that Slide Show function. 
5) Private Section Documents: We track the location of Section Publicity material and have a 
separate Council Calendar. 

 
  NEWSLETTER 

Does your section publish a periodical newsletter? 
Yes 
 
Mail a paper version to members: No 
 
Number of issues in the last year: N/A 
 
E-mail an electronic version to members: Yes 
 
Number of issues in the last year: 5 
 
Post an electronic version on our Web site: Yes 
 
Number of editions posted: 5 
 
Describe any unique features about your newsletter: 
The content of the newsletter varies from month-to-
month; however, the goal has been to highlight 
different committees each month and provide an 
opportunity for the different committee chairs to 
provide updates on what their committee is doing. 
The newsletter also provides an outlet to advertise 
other AIAA events (ie: Aviation 2017) and provides an 
opportunity for the current section chair to provide 
updates on the Section. 
 

 
 

https://info.aiaa.org/Regions/MW/Rocky_MNT/

Newsletters/2017-04.pdf 

http://aiaa-rm.org/EO
https://info.aiaa.org/Regions/MW/Rocky_MNT/Newsletters/2017-04.pdf
https://info.aiaa.org/Regions/MW/Rocky_MNT/Newsletters/2017-04.pdf


OUTREACH 
Does your section utilize other communication outreach vehicles (check all that apply and 
describe how they are used)? 
 
AIAA Section Banner: During most events, AIAA Banners and posters and provided. During 
signature events such as the AIAA RMS Annual Technical Symposium, Colorado Space Business 
Roundtable (CSBR), Colorado Aerospace Day at the State Capitol, AIAA RMS has a booth/table 
with standup banners, AIAA branded giveaways, and are staffed by AIAA Council Members. 
 
AIAA-developed promotional materials: Yes, as most events and signature events. 
 
Commercial media (Newspapers, Magazines, TV, Radio): No 
 
Internal member company media (Newsletters, Web sites, bulletin boards, etc): Unknown 
 
Please provide URL for any supporting material for this award. 
 
Website: http://www.aiaa-rm.org 
 
Newsletters: 
https://info.aiaa.org/Regions/MW/Rocky_MNT/Newsletters/Forms/Newsletter.aspx 

July 2016 Newsletter 
October 2016 Newsletter 
December 2016 Newsletter 
February 2017 Newsletter 
April 2017 Newsletter 

 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AIAA-RM-755480171153974/ 
 
Colorado Space News: 
https://www.coloradospacenews.com/three-ball-aerospace-engineers-elected-aiaa-associate-fellows/ 
https://www.coloradospacenews.com/call-for-abstracts-aiaa-rm-annual-technical-symposium/ 

 
 
 

http://www.aiaa-rm.org/
https://info.aiaa.org/Regions/MW/Rocky_MNT/Newsletters/Forms/Newsletter.aspx
https://info.aiaa.org/Regions/MW/Rocky_MNT/Newsletters/2016-07.pdf
https://info.aiaa.org/Regions/MW/Rocky_MNT/Newsletters/2016-10.pdf
https://info.aiaa.org/Regions/MW/Rocky_MNT/Newsletters/2016-12.pdf
https://info.aiaa.org/Regions/MW/Rocky_MNT/Newsletters/2017-02.pdf
https://info.aiaa.org/Regions/MW/Rocky_MNT/Newsletters/2017-04.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/AIAA-RM-755480171153974/
https://www.coloradospacenews.com/three-ball-aerospace-engineers-elected-aiaa-associate-fellows/
https://www.coloradospacenews.com/call-for-abstracts-aiaa-rm-annual-technical-symposium/

