
Good Vibrations Wind Chime 

Build Instructions 

Parts List 

Part number Item Description Quantity 

001 Chimes Per design requirements 3 

004 Support 5 in diameter wooden disc 1 

005 Striker 1 ½” diameter wooden wheel 1 

006 “Sail” Thin, wooden shape 1 

007 Chime strings 2 feet long 3 

008 Striker string 3 foot long string 1 

009 Hanger 1 foot long string 1 

010 Screw eyes  2 

 

How much pipe is needed? 

Copper pipe:  Type M (Red); _____” diameter; 

Length (in) = Chime 1 + Chime 2 + Chime 3 

 

L = ________ + ________ + ________ 

 

   = ______ inches  = ______ feet ______ inches 

Example: 

L = _14.13_ + _12.57_ + _11.53_ 

 

   = _38.23_ inches  = __3__ feet ___2__ inches 

Tool List 

1. Workspace:  uncluttered and well-lit 

2. Safety:  safety glasses; gloves 

3. Measure and mark pipe and support:  Tape 

measure, yard stick or ruler; template for support 

holes; felt marker, pencil or pen 

4. Cutting pipe: tube cutter or hacksaw 

5. Drilling pip and support:  drill and assorted bits; jig or 

vice 

6. Cutting string: scissors; lighter (if needed) 

 

Chime Measurements 

 
Length 

(in) 
Decimal 

1 
Decimal 1 x 

16 
Fraction 
Length 

Length x 
0.224 

Decimal 
2 

Decimal 2 
x 16 

Fraction 
Hole 

Position 

Example 14.13 0.13 .13x16=2.08 14 2/16 3.165 0.165 .165x16=2.64 3 3/16 

Chime 1         

Chime 2         

Chime 3         

 

https://susangjanssen.wixsite.com/aiaastem/copy-of-design-tubes
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Tube Manufacturing Instructions 

Inspect the pipe for damage.  Bent or “squashed” pipe will not produce a good vibration response.  Avoid those areas that 

are not straight and round. 

Convert the length of the tubes from decimals to fractions (in 16
th
 of an inch) using the table on page 1. 

Measure from one end of the pipe material and make a mark on the pipe where you want to make a cut.  Measure again 

and verify the mark is in the desired location.  Use the pipe cutter to cut off that section of pipe. 

The location of the hole is equally important as the length of the chime.  The best location is 22.4% from the top of the 

tube.  Calculate the distance by multiplying the length by 0.224 and then convert to fractions. Write that value in the table 

on page 1 next to the corresponding tube length.  Measure from the end of the tube and mark where you will drill the hole. 

Choose a drill size that is large enough (but not too large) to easily thread the connecting string through both walls of the 

tube.  Place the tube in the jig and slowly begin to drill.  Be sure to hold the drill perpendicular to the tube wall.  Drill from 

the top completely through the other side.  You should be able to see clearly through from one side to the other. 

Repeat for the other chimes. 

Support Manufacturing Instructions 

Make a pattern to drill holes in the support.  The chimes will be spaced every 120 degrees.  Drill two holes on either side 

of the chime location (6 total).  The holes should be large enough to thread the string.  Drill a small hole in the center of 

the support for the eye screws. 
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Chime Assembly Instructions 

The items you need to assemble the wind chime are in the Parts List on page 1.  The only tools needed are scissors and 

possibly a small lighter. 

STEP 1 – Screw the screw eyes into the center hole – one on the top and one on the bottom surfaces of the support. 

STEP 2 – Cut 3 pieces of string, each about 2 feet long.  If necessary, melt the ends to prevent fraying.  Thread one string 

through the holes in the longest chime.  Now thread the ends from the bottom through two holes in the support.  Tie a 

square knot with the two ends.  Repeat threading and tying the strings for the other two chimes.  Adjust the location of the 

knot so the top of all the chimes is about the same distance below the support. 

STEP 3 – Cut a piece of string about 3 feet long.  Thread the string through the hole in the middle of the striker and loop 

around the outside and thread down through again.  Loop around the outside and thread the string down through again.  

The path of the string makes a figure “8”.  Tie the sail to one end of the string.  Tie the other end of the string to the screw 

eye on the bottom of the support.  The string is probably too long and you may need to cut it shorter.  Adjust the location 

of the striker by loosening the figure “8” and moving the striker up or down until it is near the bottom of the shortest chime. 

STEP 4 – Cut a piece of string about 1 foot long.  Thread it through the eye screw on the top of the support. 

VOILA!  You have assembled your chime!  Hang it outside where it will catch the breeze. 

 


